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This is a special extended 
edition of our newsletter, 
to follow up on a story 
that was mentioned in 
our last newsletter.  

Remember the Australian 
farmer, Sam Bailey, who 
is also a pilot and had 
designed a hoist for 
himself? Well I was able 
to track him down (down 
under would be more 
appropriate) and 
interview him.  

Also, combating the same 
problem is Ergos with 

Welcome 

Hoists & Helicopters 
In our last issue we 
featured a story regarding 
Sam Bailey, the Australian 
quadriplegic who had built 
himself a hoist.  
 
This special issue of TLC 
news and views has an 
extended story line 
covering hoists and 
aircraft.  
 
Sam broke his C-spine at 
C6-C7 during a car crash 
when he was 19 years old. 
After some considerable 
time in hospital, he 
eventually returned home 
to the family farm in the 
Australian bush land. His 
injuries left him with no 
movement in his legs and 

  

their smartlift. We have 
pictures from the British 
Disabled Flying 
Association’s (BDFA) 
stand at the High 
Wycombe Air show. 

As usual we still have a 
number of other stories 
being covered.  

Please don’t stop sending 
the stories in. Don’t 
worry about writing style 
or any other kind of 
technicalities. You could 
just point us in the right 
direction and we will edit 

the story to our style. 

Text which is underlined is 
linked to the original story 
or web site. Depending 
upon your browser 
settings you should be 
able to check out the 
original stories. If not, I 
can send you the Word 
format version upon 
request, which will have 
the links accessible. 

Gavin Wright                        
TLC Managing Director 

  

limited movement in his 
arms.  
 
Quadriplegic, most people 
would have a very limited 
existence with such a 
diagnosis. Not true of Sam 
though, he is a farmer, 
pilot, quad-cycle rider, 
author and has extensive 
engagements with his 
public speaking activities. 
During an interview with 
Bill and Gavin of TLC 
World-wide Ltd, Sam said 
that giving up is “not an 
option” in the bush. 
Anyone with that sort of 
mentality would not 
survive even a normal life. 
Growing up in that kind of 
environment saw more 

than their fair share of 
broken limbs, spider bites, 
snake bites etc. 
“Sometimes we would go 
for so long without rain 
that the livestock would 
die before the rains came 
again, at other times we 
would be flooded out 
when the rains deluged 
us. But each time, we 
would pick ourselves up 
and carry on where we left 
off. Giving up was never 
an option” Sam said. 
 
Gavin asked Sam about 
the attitude of others and 
the support they had 
given him. “You will 
always get people who say 
it cannot be done” Sam 




